SECT. II.]    VARIOUS DESCRIPTIONS OF PERSONS. 313
of Scripture and experience, prescribe hearty re-
pentance and lively faith, as the only foundation of
all true holiness; we must at the same time guard
against a practical mistake of another kind. They
who, with penitent hearts, have humbled themselves
before the cross of Christ; and who, pleading his
merits as their only ground of pardon and acceptance
with God, have resolved henceforth, through the
help of his Spirit, to bring forth the fruits of righte-
ousness, are sometimes apt to conduct themselves as
if they considered their work as now done; or at
least, as if this were the whole they had to do, as
often as, by falling afresh into sin, another act of
repentance and faith may seem to have become ne-
cessary. There are not a few in our relaxed age,
who thus satisfy themselves with what i,^y be
termed general Christianity; who feel general peni-
tence and humiliation from a sense of their sinful-
ness in general, and general desires of universal holi-
ness ; but who neglect that vigilant and jealous care,
with which they should labour to extirpate every
particular corruption, by studying its nature, its
root, its ramifications, and thus becoming ac-
quainted with its secret movements, with the means
whereby it gains strength, and with the most effec-
tual methods of resisting it. In like manner, they
are far from striving with persevering alacrity, for
the acquisition and improvement of every Christian
grace. Nor is it unusual for ministers, who preach
the truths of the G-ospel with fidelity, ability, and
success, to be themselves also liable to the charge of
dwelling altogether in their instructions on this
general religion: instead of tracing and laying open
all the secret motions of inward corruption, and in-
structing their hearers how best to conduct them-
selves in every distinct part of the Christian warfare;
how best to strive against each particular vice, and

